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Tir. i. 16. They profeſs that they know ribanck 
but in Works they deny him. 
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For they that dwell at Jeruſalem, and their Rulers, - +: 
becauſe they knew him not, nor yet the Voices of ©: 
the Prophets which are read every Sabbath-Day, --* 
they have fulfilled them in condemning him. © * 


H E great Apoſtle of the Gentiles :; 
in his Trayels with his .Com-' -- 
panions, coming to Antioch mn"_ . 
Pifidia, they went into the Jewiſh 
Synagogue, and found them 
more candid than many. of their 

Brethren elſewhere ; For, after going through 

their uſual Forms, they ſet open "the Door - for 

them to ſpeak. Paul readily accepts the Mo- 
tion, and after” beckoning for Audience, he 
briefly runs over many remarkable Things re--. 
corded in the facred Hiſtory, concerning their 

Nation, from their Bondage in Egypt, to David's 

Advancement to be King' over them ; whom 

Gor raiſed up to be a great Deliverer and Ruler *-* 

| of his People, and who was 2 remarkable he b 

| of Peſts, the Saviour and King of Iſrael, who 2: 

| Was 


EC 44.9 


was to come of David's Line. He then pra- 
ceeds directly to declare that this promiſed Sa- 
viour was actually come ; John having firſt, ac- 
cording to the Prophecy, prepared his Way; 
and fo in a ſhort and comprehenſive Method 
he comes to the great Buſineſs which his Heart 
was chiefly engaged in, viz. to hold forth Sal- 
vation to them through this glorious Redeemer, 
And to mbvve them to a ready Acceptance of 
theſe great Bleſſings, - he ſets before them the 
melancholy Example of the Inhabitants and 
Rulers of Jeruſalem, who through 'their Igno- 
rance and Peryerlſeneſs had condemned and cru- 
cifed him who came juſt according tothe Pro- 
phets PrediCtions : For they that dwell at Jeru- 
falem, and their Rulers, becauſe they knew him not, 
nor yet the Voices of the Prophets which are read 
every Sabbath: Day, they have fulfilled them in con- 
demning him. | | 

Wurca Words, as well as the other Scrip- 
tures, were written for our Learning and Ad- 
monition, in theſe Ends of the World. In 
order therefore to improye them for 'our Ad- 
vantage, let us, 


L. Take a brief Survey of the Voices| of the Pro- 
phets of the Old Teframent, which were: exatily 
fulfilled in Jeſus. 


Il, Confider the Reaſon why the Jews did wot 
receive bim, though they hag ſo often. heard. theſe 
plain Prediftions, 

| I. Lew 
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I, LzyT us take a brief Survey of the Voices 
of the Prophers'of the Old Teſtament, which. 
were exactly fulfilled in Ye/as. H 

Anv firſt, as to that which ſeemed moſt puz-:; 
zling to that People, namely, that real DivinicyS 
ſhould be united to Humanity, and for which - 
they condemned him as a Blaſphemer, becauſe 
that he being a Man ſpould pr, himſelf GOD.*. 
Yet how plainly do the: Prophets ipeak to this 
Point? 1/aiab ſpeaks of a Virgin's concetvin 
and bringing fortha Son, whoſe Name ſhould 
be called IMMANUEL, which ſignifies Gon vith* 
us. And he further declares that this Child. 
ſhould be called The Micury Gon, the 
EvsRrLasTiNG | FaTatr.f . Jeremiah tells of 
God's raiſing to David a righteous Branch whoſe”. 


Nameſhould be called, The Lord ov RIGHTEs :, Jy 4 


ousNESS.+ Micah ſays his Goings forth have q 
been from of Ola, from Everlaſting ; and Zecha? + 

rich calls him Gop's FeLiow.ll All which: f 
could never be true of any mere Creature; and-- 

yet it 1s counted Blaſphemy, by thoſe white 
had often heard all this, and much more of 
the like Nature, for him to affert his God- head, 

Trew as to his taking human Nature, H 

was to come of the Poſterity of Abraham, ani 6. ia 

make good the ultimate Reach of the Promiſe! b 
concerning his Seed, The Tribe is alſo: wid | 
told z 


* Toh. x. 33, and xix. 7. Þf 1/a. vil. 14, and ix, 6, - wy 


Mat. 1. 23, "+ Fer. xxili. 5, 6. {I Mic''v. 2. 


|| Zeeb. Xi. 7, QC Gem. xvi. 7, and xx9. 48, 
Gal. 1, 16, 
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bs told : Good old Faceb, when he on his Death- 
VP, Bed bleſſed his Children concerning Things tg 
: come, told them that the' Scepter ſhould not 
| depart from Judah, nor a Law-giver from be- 
tween his. Feet, until Sþi/4þ came, unto whom 
the Gathering of the People ſhould be.* The 
Family of David is likewiſe named, He 1s the 
Branch fo often ſpoken of, to ſpring from 7eſſe 
and Davig*s Root.} Yea, and Micah toretells | 
the Place where he ſhould be born, even Beth- 
lebenrt, the Town of David*s Nativity, The Re- 
gion where he chiefly acted in his public Miniftry 
15 pointed out, even the Land of Zebulon and 
Ne»btali, upon . the Sea-Coalts in Galileey. 
TraT which the Jews took great Offence at, | 
. viz. the Meanneſs of his outward Appearance, 
the Prophets are very plain upon, He ſhalt 
grow up as a Root out of a dry Ground: He 
Eath no Form nor Comlineſs; He: is deſpiſed 
and rejetted of Men, @ Man of Sorrows, and 
AR £4: with Grief ||, Our Lord exactly an- 
{wered theſe Deſcriptions; and yet, fo -blind 
were that People, that theſe Proofs of his being 
the Meſſiah, they took to be Evidences that he 
was nOt. 
BuT to. paſs much that might be obſerved in 
his Lite, I ſhall hen towards his Death. That 
great Event drawing near, he rides into Feru- 
_ falem according to the Prophecy, in Triumph, 
and yet, lcwly ſitting upon an Aſs, and upon. 


& 


® Gen. xlix. 10. f I/a. xi. 1. Fer. xxill.'$. 
+ Mich.v. 2. + I/a. ix. i, 2. Meat. iv. | Ia. li. 17, 
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& Colt the Fole of an Aſs*, And. eniterin the. 
Temple, he overturns Things. there, and ap--: 
pears ſo plainly in Word and Peed againſt their . 
Corruptions, that they could no. longer endure: * 


- 
him; -and yet they could not prevail againſt” 


him, till a profeſſed Friend of his offered to. 


betray him, that” the Scripture might be ful- - 
filled ; Fe that eateth Bread with me, bath bit 
up bis Heal againſt me :7 The Price which” * 


they gave for him is expreſsly told by. the Pro- 
phet, namely Thirty Pieces of Silver: And ſo” 
1s the Uſe that it was afterward put to, even to : 


buy the Potter's Field+, The dreadful Treatment ' 
that our Saviour met with from his Perſecutors, 
- and his Behaviour under it, 1s ſcarce more -: 

clearly, or affectingly deſcribed by the Evan- | 


wore, than by the Prophets. They ſpeak of | 
1s Cheeks being fmitten, his Face ſpit upon, 


his Hands and Feet, yea, andSide pierced. His | 


having Gall and Vinegar given him 1s foretold ; 


and fo 1s the Soldiers | parting his Garments FPU-, 
caſting Lots upon' his Veſture: The Infults of | 


the Phariſees are likewiſe deſcribed. He trufted | 


\*. 


Ay "a 


on the Lord, let him deliver him, &c. and fo | 


15 Chrifs Meekneſs as a Lamb under all this. 
And' David ſets down the very Words which 
he uſed on the Croſs; My God, my God, ww 
haſt thou forſaken me ?& They ſhew the quic 


Diſpatch 

® Zeth. 1x. 9. Mat. xx1. 5. t Pla. xli. 9. Job. X111. 18, 
+ Zech. x1. 12, 13. Mat. 2X rc, and xxvii. 9, 10. 
P/a. xxii. 1, 8, 16,18, and Ixix. 21. I/a. 1. 6, and 
In. 7, 8, Mich. v. 1, Zech.12ii. 10. Mat. 230i. 63, 
67, and Xxvit. 34», 35+ 43» 46+ 


n. 
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Diſpatch which was made : He was taken from 
Priſon and from Judgment, and tho ſpall declare 
bis Generation ? for be was cut off out of the Land 
of the Living. Yet his Soul was not left in Hell, 
neither did his Fleſh fee Corruption : But he 
aroſe, and alſo aſcended on high, and lead Cap- 
tivity Captive, &c.* 

THEsE are ſome of the Voices of the Prephets 
concerning. the Meſſiah, which the Fews were 
then looking for : And why did not they re- 
ceive him, when he ſo exactly anſwered theſe 
Deſcriptions? The Anſwer is plain in the Text ; 
therefore we proceed : 

II. To conſider the Reaſon why they did not 
receive him, though they :had 1o often heard 
theſe plain Prediftions; which was, Becauſe they 
knew him not, nor the Voices of the Prophets ; 
*twas their Ignorance of God and his Word. 

BuT were they really ignorant? Why it ſeems 
that they knew ſo much about the Time of the 
Meſſiah's coming, that - they were in great Ex- 
pecation of him about that Seaſon : They knew 
that he was to be the Son of David; and could 
tell Herod that he was to be born in Bethlebemt. 
And they expected that he. would be. a great 
Deliverer and Saviour of their People : . But their 
Miſery was that they were ignorant of the /p;- 
ritual Nature of theſe great Things. - They knew 
him not ;, were ignorant of the Nature and. Per- 
teftions of the Deity. They had not learnt 
what 


® P/a. xvi. 10; and Ixviti- 18. A&r ii. 31, 
1 &nig Us 15, Mat, Nh. 5, (nd 3s 46 


” we 
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What 7o/ua taught their Fathers, viz. , Ye tam ©cl 
hot ſerve the Lord; for hte is an holy God*, Not - 
had ſuch a View of his Holineſs 1s 1/aiab, whick* 
tmade Hirti cry out, Wo is me, for I am undone; * 
becauſe |] am a Matt of wncltan Lips, arid I dwell - 
in the midſt of. @ People of unclean Lips : For mine © 
Eyes bave ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts. And: 
he lidd a living Application from off God's ::- 
Altar, to purge away his Sin, 1n order to his. 4. 
going forth on Goy's Etrandf. No, they did--' 
hot think their ſtanding to be ſfith before Gopg 3 
but that if they had good Tnſtriftions, arid wow; 3 
Motives, they might obtaifi Salvation, without * 
fupernatural "Help: Hence one of them that +: 
diicovered a. high Eſteem of Chrift, and came..." 
kneeling to hin; kis Inquiry was, What all WE 
I go that I may intherit eterhal Life * Thie Jews 
had fuch an Opinion of their Doings, chat theP 1 
did not beheve that they rieeded an Almighty'. > 
Helper, and therefore ſturhbled at his affertingi!.” 
his Godhead: And I have often thought that. --/ 
one min Reaſort why any in theſe Times deny |: + 
Chriſfs Divinity, is becauſe they don't ſee their 
Caſe to be fo wretched as to want ail inhnite 
Saviour. | A — tn 
FutTHiX, they Knew tot the Voices of the + 
Prophets ; though they read mich i the Pro- |". 
hets Writings, they did riot uriderſtand their +: 
eating ; bar. formed earthly Conceprions of |. 
heavenly Things: Thus, for Inſtance, whert | -* 
they read of Chrift%s comitig as the King of |: 
B Iirael 


, 
4olf 
ws 
"24 © 


o Fobr xiv. Ig. t 1/a; vi, + Mar. X« 17. 
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Tal, they looked for one that would deliver 
them from their. outward Enemies, and raiſe 
their Nation above all the Kingdoms round 
about.: Hence the Phariſees demanded of Jeſus, 
When the Kizgdom of God ſhould come? But he 
rephed, The Kingdom of God cometh not with Ob- 
ſervation; neither ſhall they ſay lo here, or lo there®. 
1. e. God's Kingdom comes not with outward 
Show, like earthly one's, that Obſeryers might 
fay, Lo here wind our King with his Retinue, 
or there he appears in. his Glory, No ſays our 
Saviour, For behold the Kingdom of God is within 
you. His Kingdom is of. an inward and ſpiritual 
Nature. 

Taz Evangeliſt Fobn ſets the Caſe ina very 
clear Light; ag Wl ſhews that when 7e/us came to 
his own People, they received him not : But 
thoſe which did receive him, were thoſe, Which 
were. born not of Blood, nor of the Will of the 
Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of God. They 
being divinely eniizatened, - beheld his Glory, the 
Glory as of the ont »-begotterf of the Father, full of 
Grace and TruthF. While others who were truſt- 
ing in their B/o»d Relation to Abrabam, and in 
their free #711 Power, faw no Form nor.Comli- 
nels. in him. Thus it appears, that their Igno- 
rance of the Nature and Perfe&ions of - the Di- 
vine. Being, anc conſequently of their own un- 
likeneſs to > ln, and wretched Condition. before 
him; and ſo not being ſenſible of what a Sal- 
vation they needed, was-the great Cauſe of their 
rejeing, 


® Z#ke XVil. 20, 21. Þ Job. i. 11,-14. 
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rejefting, and _crucifying the Lord of Glory. |: 
Now in "theſe Things, they were willingly, nay, tf 
many of them wilfully 1enorant, by which ey 
brought upon themſelves dreadful Guilt and ® 
amazing Ruin: Which ſhocking Example was 0 


juſtly ſet forth by the Apoſtle, as a Warning to |; 


the Jews at Antioch, not to do the like; and. it ;; 
ought hkewie ſeriouſly to be regarded by im 
_ of our Souls : Which may lead us ro ſome A 
ticular Improvement of the Hints that MN 1 
= given.” And, 440 

. How ſhould theſe” Things teach us to + 
dla and regard the holy Scriptures ? ? In them !+ 


alone is clearly diſcovered how we have de- /*;-; 


ſtroyed ourſelves, and where our Help is found. 5. 
The Author, the Nature, and the Glory of our!” :: 


Salvation is there revealed, as the Light of Na- +: 


cure, and all the Wiſdom of this World could! wi 


never have found it out. And” as theſe good 14 
News are glonous 1 in themſelves; fo they are to- ' i 


be depended upon by us. Nothing confirms " 
Prophecy like the exact Accompliſiment of i 

the Things predifted. * This was the ancient 7 
Rule which 'Gop gave to [ſrael, to know his -| £4 
Prophets by*. O, how convincing then are | 
the Evidences that we have of the Verity of the | 
Bible! None but Men. divinfty inſpired could -: ag 
tell Hundreds, 'or Thouſands of Years before,” {7 


Hand, ſo many great Things; yea, and minute . i 


Circumſtances too, concerning the Birth, Life + 

and Death of our Saviour, as were written by; 
the”: 

* Deut. xviii. 22. 5 


* 
> - . 
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the Prophets, and are teſtified by the Apoſtles, 
and many *other Witneſſes, in the New Teſta- 
ment*, And as certainly as thoſe Things 
which were ſpoken concerning. Chriltt's Obe- 
dience and Songs are accompliſhed, fo ſurely 
will all that is faid about the Glory which ſhould 


follow be fulfilled: Yea, every Promiſe, and 


every Threatening in Gony's ſacred Book, ſhall 
finally rake Place in their full Extent, to the 
eternal Glory of the Divine Being, and the com- 
plete Happineſs or Miſery of all the human 
Race, O, what Madneſs then are all ſuch guilty 
of, who diſregard and run on contrary to A din 
vine Oracles-1n their Lives and Converſations! 
Such Behaviour is like running upon the Point 
of a -Sward, to which Gop's Word is frequently 
compared, To ſuch I would cry, as Pay/ did 
to the Jailor, Do thyſelf no HarmT. _ 

2. Hence, ſee the Neceſſity of the Aids of 
the divine Spirit, in order to underſtand and 
improve the Scriptures as we ought, Many 
now, as well as formerly, are forward to-cry up 
human Reaſon and Accompliſhments ; and. to 

logk 

* Here let me obſerve, that Dr. Gill in his Expofition 

of the New-Teſtament, has clearly ſhewn from the anci- 

ent Jews Wrigng , that while they ſhew their Blaſphemy 

and Malice again Chrif, they xy Cong" grve their 
(0) 


Teſtimony to many Fafts concerning him : 
that there was fuch a Perſon as 


eee 


—_ 
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r they own 
Feſus, or Feſu (as they in 
Contempt call him) the Son of Mary, the Wife of Fo/eph ; 
that he was born in Bethlehem ; that. he was once in fps 

£ 


t Ad. xvi. 28. 


— 
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look upon ſuch as have not a large Share thereof, 
as Perſons incapable of, underſtanding and 1m- 
proving the ſacred Writings aright. - | This Peq- 
ple who knoweth not the Law are day *]-. But 
that Saying remains. as true now as heretafare, 
The World . by Wiſdom knew nos God: And 
that if any Man ſeemeth to. be ry in this World, 
he muſt become a Fool, in order to, be truly 
wiſe F. :. e. He muſt be. ſenſible of, and ac- 
knowledge his own Ignorance and Folly before 
(30D, and. gladly yield to and embrace the Teach- 
ings and Influences of the Holy - Spirit » That 
Spirit of Truth which guides into all Toug 
Saint Stephen ſums up- the fatal Error of the 
Tews thus, Ye ſfliffenecked andSencircumeiſed in 
Heart ,and Ears, ye do always 're/ift the Holy 
GHosT ; As your Fathers did, [0 do yel. \- 
Txz Neceſſity and Importance of the Help 
of the Divine Spirit, may. further appear from 
two Conſiderations. 
FirsT, From the ImperfeCtion of the Ideas 
which we form concerning Things that we are 
not 


that he lived many Years in Nazareth, and hence they fre- 
quently call him a Nazaree, They mention John the 
Raptift : 'They- ſpeak of 7ude's betraying of him; and 
that when his Diſciples ſaw he was en,., they ran 
away. They ſay the Elders of Yeru/alem ſmote him with 
Whips, and put a-Crown.of Thong upon his Head, and 
that he was put to Death becauſe htwas nigh to the Kings 
dom. . Thele, with. ſome other Things they mention, 
though they would repreſent him to b: the worlt of Men. 
The «+ fot. Vii. 49- 13 1 Cor. 21, and 11 18, —_ 
+ Job. xvi. 13, y 4as vii. 5he 


ek. L Fond OTE Ys I TI Rs, 
0 "a *= 10 \ . pf V - 
Yau! 0.2 WY -Y Wa ih +6 
: : j [ 
as ; 2 GEN 5% 50, oy WEI 
d As G Likes a rat! 245 «. A ,2aty Ti TT 
T a > wy + $ 2 
| = | Cx 


[14 ] 


not acquainted with, How rarely do any Per- 
fons find.Places, Perſons or Things to agree 
with the Conceptions which they Fave formed 
of them from verbal or written Deſcriptions ! 
And if our Apprehenſions are fo dull about 
earthly Things, that are out of the Circle of our 
particular Acquaintance ; how confuſed and 
falſe will our Notions be of heavenly Things, 
without the Teachings of the Holy Ghoft ! The 
Reaſon why the natural Man cannot know them, 
15, becauſe they are ' /piritually diſcerned : The 
Apoſtlz uſes a very ſtriking Sinilitude- ro 11- 
luftrate this Caſe, For, ſays he, what Man know- 
- eth the Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Man 
which is in him? even ſo the Things of God knoweth 
no Man, but the Spirit of God*. Which ſhews 
that his Teachings are as needfu! for the true 
Knowledge of the Things of Gov, as the Uſe 
of our intelle&ual Powers are in order to be con- 
- cious of Things within us. 

SeconDLY. The Wile give wrong Judgment 
when their Minds are b £04 A Gift doth blind 
the Eyes of the Wiſe, and pervert the Words of the 
Righteous t. Now Pride, Self-Love, Self-Inte- 
ret. the Frowns or Fazors of the World, and 
Abundance of other Things, like Fogs, ariſe 
often in the Mind : prevent a juſt View of 
— Things? Nay, ſays the. Apoſtle James, Do ye 
think that the Scrpture ſaith in vain, the Spirit 
that dwelleth in w lufteth to Envy ? What then is 
the Remedy aint this great Evil ? Why, 

| He 


*'1 Cor: B. It. © 4 Deut. xvi. 19. - 
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He giveth more Grace; ,whereſore. he ſaith, God 

refiſteth the Proua, but giveth . Grace "unto the 

Humble*. 

Ir the Influences and In-dwelling of the 
holy Spirit 15 ſo needful for all; how eflentially 
neceſſary mult it be for a Goſpel Miniſter? 'The 
Teachers of the Jewiſh Church were (at leaft 


ſome of them) Men of no ſmall Capacities and 
Acquirements : Carisr calls them the Wiſe and 


prudentF. But their Hearts not being right 


with Gon, the greater their Gifts, the- more 
Miſchief they did; and fo- it generally proves 
to be with ſuch Men, in all Generations. 
Among many Things that might be named to 
Huſtrate this Point, I ſhall fix upon ths, viz. 
Miniſters are Chrifi”s- Ambaſſadors, to treat with 
Souls in his Name about being Yeconciled to 
Gop+. - Well, ſhould any Perſon-now, when 
Treaty 1s propoſed, to labor for to reconcile 
the Powers at War, advance this as a Rule, 
that in making choice of Ambaſſadors. to act 
for our King and Nation in theſe great Affairs, 


that if any Perſons can be found who have large 
Gifts, and are well verſed in the Languages, 
Hiſtory, and political Aﬀairs of the Nations 
concerned, then *tis no cflential Thing, whether 
in Heart they are Friends to our Nation. or 


to. its Enemiesh. How would ſuch a one be 
looked 


”—— th. _—_ _ mY 
"CCI 


& _{ Hete note, that I feats nothing againſt | human Lbonidg 
in itſelf, but only of the Place ſome give it; and to uſe the 
Comparuion 

® Fame: iv. 5, 6. Þ} Mat, xl, 25. +2 Cor. v, 20, 


29 


looked upon, and treated? I belieye 1 need 
not anſwer; others would do it faſt enough. 
$ | And what Reaſon can be givett why ſupreme 
A Love to Chrift and his Caule,'is not as neceſſary 
in his Ambaſſadors as in King George's ? 
SHouLD '1t be ſaid that a Perſfort may have a 
moral Character, and a Defire to promore 
others* Salvation, though he be not regenerated 
himſelf, | I reply, that our Lord declares, that 
He that is not with me, is apdiniſt me ; and be that 
'3 gathereth not with mt, (cattereth abroad*, All 
x5 are either real Friends or Enemies to Chriſt, and 
| thoſe who don't view the Cafe to be fo, have not 
true ideas of the Controverſy which ſubſifts be- 
tween Gob and Man; and therefore are very 
unfit Perſons to liave the Miniſtry of Reconci- 
tation committed to them. _——But fay many, 
{ we can't know who are converted, and who 
Mot ; for Gop only ſearcheth the Heart.” Aw- 
sweR. He only fees whit the inwatd Diſpofiti- 
ons of Mens Mirids are towards our King and 
Nation, as well as rowards Heaven ; but will 
any argue from therice that we can't know who 
are our Friends, and who not ?-It will likely 
be reply'd, "that indeed we ray forms a Judg- 
ment tufficient to a& upon ; yer poſſibly we may 
be miſtaken after all. Well, when "that ts 
allowed, ſtill how is it improved ? Why, in civil 
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Learning may be a good Hand-maid to Religion-3 bur if 
like Hagar, ſhe muſt noeds be Miſtreſs, then caſt her out, 
0 « Xil.- 3@- 


Compariſom that Mr, Reach did, eighty Years ago.: Humar 
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and 


. Work, :no more than the Fews 


tv I 


political Concerns, - the Danger of beij 
impoſed upon, makes Men more careful ; 


on the other Hand, that they'll take all that 


comes ; No; but they look more critically after 
_the:diſtinguiſhing Marks of the true Coin: And 


why will not Men be as wiſe about Things ſpi- 
ritual. and heavenly ?. I know no better Realon 
for it than this, viz. That Things below have 
more Place and deeper Influence, generally, 
Men's Minds, than Things above. And-I wiſh 
there was | no Reaſon to complain, even in this 
Land of Goſpel 'Light, that ſome who claim 
the Power of introducing Men. into the Mini- 
ſtry ; yet negle&t even to examine their Candi- 

dates whether they are regenerated or no; as 
though that was fo ſmall a Part of their Quali- 
fications, that it was not worth inquiring atter. 
Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens at this ! 


Hzxce ſee ſomething of the Cauſe: why 
Fel in his ſpiritual-coming, 1s often treated by 
many Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, much as his 
Perſon was by the Fews ; namely, becauſe their 
Eyes. are blinded as to the Nature of ſpiritual 
Things, (ſo. that. when Gop appears to work 
effe&ually for the Salyation of Souls, they make 
ftrange « 74 or boldly fight againſt + and yer 


think that they would not appear ps a good 
ght they 


would in Chriſt's Time. -- Fob. x. 23. 
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.that if there are Counterfeirs abroad, they don't * 
. conclude that they'll rake. no more Money ; hor 
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Many when they read, that God hath choſen 
the feoliſh' Things of .the World to confound the Wife, 
yea, and rhe weak, baſe and deſpiſed "Things of 
the World, -hath he choſen to the End,” That no 
Fleſp ſhould glory in bis Preſence* : They readily 
allow that *twas right for him-to deal thus in 
thoſe Times, -hecauſe that the Jewiſh Leaders, 
and Gentile Philoſophers, had a very falſe 'Con- 
ceit of their own Wiſdom 'and Goodneſs : But 
"they do not ſuppoſe any- ather but"'that their 
- Opinion of "themſelves 1s juſt, and'car*t think 

that Chriſt will make Uſe -of Inſtruments and 
Means; now to promote-his'Cauſe, which look 
Fooliſh, weak deſpicable in ' their Eyes. Juſt 
ſo the Phariſees of old looked upon the Conduct 
of their Fathers. Mot. 'xxiii. 29,-41. Which 
ſhould be a Warning to ws all to beware of 
_ Selt-Conceit. ;. + 

Pzxz5s1DexT- Edvards obſerved twenty Years 
ago, in his Thoughts which he publiſhed, 'of the 
Work of Gop -then in New-Enplend, that *the 
Error of thoſe that oppoſed the Work (where 
their Error lay in the Underſtanding, and not 
in the Diſpoſition) conſiſted chiefly .in theſe 
three Things, - v:z. 


1. :11:thtir judging 'of the Work, by the” Means 
and Manner of its being introduced, and "not by the 
. Nature of. the Work ſelf. 6 

2.” In' their not making the Scriptures their on! 
Rule to try it by. And, Dia 

| '2, Their 


ad I Cor. I, 2745-29» " 4 , | . _ 
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2. Their not diſtinguiſhing between the Good and 


the Bad ; but condemning All, becauſe they found ſeme © 


Things wrong. 


Ann he obſerves that many make uſe :of 
Hiſtory, old Cuſtoms, if not their own Expe- 
riences £00, as Rules to judge of the Work by, 
inſtead of the divine Oracles. 

Tazsz Obſervations I think are. undeniable 
in themſelves, and are. alſo as worthy of 
Notice now, as then; which was one Cauſe of my 
ſetting of them. down | here ; and another was, 


becauſe of what I have heard and ſeen of late. 


AxTzx . great Declenſions and Stupidity, and 


the awful prevailing of  Iniquiry in our Land, 


the Lord has been pleaſed in infinite. Mercy to 
revive his Work 1m. various Places* : And yer 
great Numbers both of Miniſters and People, 
treat \1t either with Diſregard, or -Qppoſition'z 
notwithſtanding the Eyidences of its being a 
divine Wark are ſuch as theſe: Namely, Many 


that formerly ſcarce ſhewed any Regard to Re-" 


ligion,- and rarely--attended publie Worſhip, 
| now 


* Particularly in Middleborough; and-the Borders of ſome 
Towns Jong 3 where the Work began laſt May, and 
has prevailed \{o far, that not leſs than Threeſcore have 
been thought to be converted ſince then. I am not un- 
acquainted with Mankind as to be infenſible | how-read 


"many. are to ſay,. © You don't know who are'convyerted, 
beg Leave to, reply, in- the Words of 


ec.” But, I 
the late Preſident Davies, when ſpeaking of the Workin 
Virgima, viz. © I claiuns no. Zyfallibility; but I maſk _ 

| «* under 
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- now rarely negle& any ſtated or occaſional 
pony to hear the Goſpel preached; grear 
umbers._ of young People who were” before 
bent upon Vanity, now ſhew more Engagement 
and Delight in religious Exerciſes, public and 
private, than ever they did in their merry Meet- 
ings :---Some intemperate Perſons are become 
ſober and regular in their Conduct ; many that 
were inordinately bent afrer the World, are 
79 brought to lament their Folly in purſuing earth! 
i Things in negle& of heavenly; Numbers whic 
had old Grudges are reconciled, &c. 

THrosz who are looked upon to be converted, 
though many Circumſtances of their Change 
are very various; yet all agree in acknowledging 
the Purity and Striftneſs of the divine Law, 
and that their Hearts as well as Lives have been 
filled with Sin, and from thence give 1n to the 
hn of Gor in their Condemnation : And 

old thezr Juſtification to be intirely by Chrif's 
Righteouſneſs, received by Faith : Yet a View 
of that is ſo. far from making them careleſs in 
their 

-« under the modeſt Pretence of renouncing it, feruple a 
*« Matter atteſted with all poſſible Evidences, and fo ruſh 

- #© into Sceptici/m. If I could form no } of fo 
o © wm a Work, I would renounce my FunQtion this 
a" nt ; for with what Face can I pretend to promote 
«« a divine Work in the Converfion of Men, if I cannot 
** have any /ati:fjing Knowledge of it, when it appears.” 
—State of Diſſenters in Virginia, p. 28, printed at Bofon, 
1751, op the ſame Work that has been among 


us, has apponrey ly in Rehoboth, Attleborough, Coventry, 
1 » Lyme, Brimfield, Enfield, Sufficld, ſome er 
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back again upon the Jews* Condutt towards 
Carisr, and take Warning. 
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their Behaviour, that they diſcover an earneſt 
Deſire to know and conform to all Chriff's Com- 
mands and Ordinances ; they ſhew much' Love 
to God's People, earneſt Thaberi for the Sal- 
vation of Souls, and the like. Indeed I am far 


from thinking that there has been no Intermix- 


ture of 'Things that are, not good ; though fron 
che moſt careful Obſervations that I have been 
able to make, I really believe that this Work has 
been more clear from ſuch Things than _— 
was twenty-one Years ago : Particularly,” the 

Impreſſions-that have been made, either of a ſor- 
rowful or joyful Nature, have been more upon 
the Underſtanding, and leſs on the Imagination, 
now. than then: Hence, I have heard of 'no 
Trances among us ; alſo, Chriſtians have been 
more. ſolemn in their Joys, and leſs bitter in 
their Zeal, 'than in the former Work. Nay, 
the Caſe is fo clear, that I ſhould not be 
to defy all Men to ſhew fuller Proofs of that's 
being the. Work of God's Spirit which pre- 
vailed then in the Land, than have appeared 
among us 'in the Year paſt ; unleſs they think 
this to be ſo, to wit. That the Inſtruments and 


Subjects of that Work were more accounted'of ©... 
1m the World than theſe now ; - and: if that'be 


the Caſe,” then I would only defire ſuch to look 


Somx, I know are ready to yy bs Don't go 
ſo faſt, | but wait and' ſee To Thin 
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will turn x: 
. out.” -: As if when, The Day-ſpring from on bigh 5 
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batbrviſted ts *; it could--not be known from 
the Night till afterwards, - or as if ſuch heavenly 
Viſfitations are not to be acknowledged and re- 
joiced in till we know how, others will improve 
them. The Jews waited 'to ſee how Things 
would turn out, and what did they find: :Why, 
_ they ſee many. that followed Chri/f _ a While, 
fortake him ? "They faw one. betray him, and 
others. deny him, &c. And ut they were 
confirmed - that it was all a Delufion;z and, O 
Soul! doſt thou covet their Lot ? Gop: had ſaid 
long before, I will chooſe their Delufions, and will 
bring their Fears upon them ; becauſe when. # called 
_ anſwer ; when I ſpakt, they did nat hear ; 

But they did. Evil before mine Eyes, and cnoss 
that in which I =, jog nol. t Ta aſt thou read 


this, delaying Soul, and not tremble ?. When 
Gop . called, they chaſe not py 


ard ; and he 


left them to be Acluded nd! O, there- 
fore embrace the firſt Calls To ms 
Onczs more : 


5: Oun Subje& may inform us of one main 
Reals why Mens Praftice- often: contradicts 
their Profeſſion ;- namely, becauſe they are ig- 
norant of the Nature..of the. Principles / they 
profeſs, or at leaſt don't duly view thenvin their 
Conduct. And alas! wat, full is: the World 
of ſuch Things ? I ſhall name a few. Inſtances. 

Cen Eakengy, <4, in general, - profeſs «that the 
Scriptures are: the.0 rfe&t Rule / to'\decide 
. Controverſies: ; _ yet we - often find, 


- that 
| ® Luke 1. 78, t 1a. Ixvi. 4. 
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CharaQers, as' well as our own Souls; 
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that when any Principle or old Cuſtom 


is” brought” inro Diſpute, Recourſe "is pre- 


ſentlyhad©to'the old Fathers, and if'a Number 
of good Men on one Side, and bad ones 'on the 
other can be reckoned up, the Scale is preſently 
turned, and the Point Necided, Indeed, Tam 
far from fighting pious Predeceflors, but woyld 
follow then as far 'as they did Chrijft; yet #0 
make uſe of them as Aurhorities aficient” to 
ſhut off any dear Light from'the divineOracles, 
which” they did not lee, is really ro myure their 


Aga, "tis generally held that all Saints ate 
imperfe& in this Life ; and yet, if a Perſon who 
has 'profeſt"'to have the In-dwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, happens to have his Judgment altered 
terwards many Point in'Religion, T have heard 
that Promiſe, The Spirit of T ruth <cill guide F 


mto all Truth*, HofRved as an Evidence 


-etther they had not the Spirit then, or elſe were 


in an'Error now; which is as much as"to ay, 
that when a Perſon is under the ion "of 
the Divine Spirit, his Judgment is then' pertect; 
and that he muſt never have any more 
eformarion in Principles.” All that the Spirit 
teaches, is Truth; but he does not teach us all 
TI. at once ; for the Juft walk in that Path 
s ponder at perfert D 
= roy rae have we ſcen Perſons that KLM 
cry 'out at others' afſuming Gov's Prerogarive 


in'ſearching' the Heart, when perhaps they hal 


n9 
. FJobn xvi. 13. © Prov. in, 15. 
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no better Ground for their Charge, .than als 
.the Perſon's dealing y with others for Evils 
.that they diſcovered; and . yet they. /very.. ſoon 
.would not ſtick to declare - thoſe Ghich they 
plained of were deluded by the Pevil ! 
Mz _ is generally condemned in Word, and 
who were not introduced into. the  Mini- 
Ie in the: common, Way of the Land, attempt 
to-preach .the Goſpel, many are ready to ſay to 
. them as Eleb did.to David, I know. thy Pride, 
and the” Naughtineſs .of thine Heart* , but they 
. don't: _—_ to ſuſpect that Pride moves them to 
. claim the Prerogative of introducing whom they 
. think proper, and of. forbiding all-that follow 
not them, though it. was that Bree which 
7 Chriſt's Ditciples attempt ſuch /a, Practice 
rmerlyT. Nay, according to the, Behaviour of 
many in theſe "hings,. it Tooks as.though they 
. thought that Youths being pampered, up- at Col- 
tege, and then, being ſer over. large Congregati- 


©, ons, and to live, in a great Deal of worldly Gran- 


- ſecured them, from being lifted up with 

and then falling  tnto_the {ta or Fo of 
gy or + -- more other Men... The 
Xi Exhortation to every Man, ; was iNet to 
*: #hink of him 1.5 more highly than =— ought to think ; 
_ but i by erly, according as Gop. bath dealt to 


Man Joe Meeajure oo Faith $. But now let 
i987 have never. ſo. much Knowledge ,,of - the 


» Do&trines of Faith, - or Experience 7 Grace 
. of Faith, and JOS never 10 a 3 Yea, 
and 


® 1 Som. xvii. 28, x t Mar. ix. - 33, &c,. 
+ 1 Tim, Wi. 6, 5 Rom. Xi 3. 
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and with never ſo much Succeſs too; yet if ks 
is not introduced in, the Way mentioned above, 
how-many are there that think they have ful 
cient Warrant to reject him ? 

.. Wansz 1 am writing of theſe Things; | an 
(as it were) hear ſome ſay; & Take Care, you 
will bring the- Miniſtry into Contempe ?” T 
anſwer nd, I would fain ſecure them i It; 
by labouring for a Reformationz for I believe 
each one will find'that Saying true; ſooner or 
later, Wboſoever exalteth him elf foall be abaſed ; 
and be that bumbleth bimjaif ſhall be exalted®. 
And Gor's Dealings towards his People in New: 
England for twenty Years back; have been won- 
derfully calculated; hike his Drpenſations to- 


ons Ifroeli inthe Wilderneſs, To bumble them; and 


to-prove them, to know what was in their Heart, 


whether they would keep bis Commandments or no fe 


Tarr 2rokt tb procced; 
_ How many- have oo been arflofig us, why 
have profeſt - have ſuch Love to Chriſt and 
his Cauſe; that they would die for himz rather 
than deny him; who yet have ated quite other- 
wiſe when Trials came on? But there is no End 
to enumerate Particulars, no Se&; nor Order 
of Men, are free of this Ureadful Evil, of ſay- 


ing one Thing and doing another; though 


ſome are much more guilty of it that others : 
And the Conſideration Hereof, is er to 
obeſe all Fleth belprs Gov: And before = 


\ 
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this Head, let ne obſerve, that there is/one Sort 
of People who ftrangely think themſelves free 
of this Charge, of ſayin one Thing and 4 
tiſing another, becauſe they don't "profeſs Reli- 
g10n \ at. al. They will =ry oo at a high Rate 
againſt the H y.of -Profefiors, and*declare 
that they would not be guilty of mocking Goy 
23 they do, upon'no Account.” Now here ſeems 
to be an Acknowledgment of the” Divine- Om- 
niſctence, anda Regard to Uprightnels before 
him ;- and yet, at-the ſame Time, * don't 
fo much. as pretend © to regard” his' Authority, 
nor ſubmit to his Government. Thus a pro- 
feſſed Regard to Gop, « makes them diſregard 
him ; and while : they explode Deceit and Self- 
Righteouſneſs, fadly diſcover Marks” of both : 

For while the Phariſce tells* of his Faſtings'and 
Performances, theſe boaſt of their honeſt Hearts, 
and 1 beheve many of them depend as much 
upon their Honeſty, as others yz their 
Duties. | But! are: they really honeſt? They ſay 
they abhor Self-Righreouſneſs, and ir ſeems that 
they would not. pretend-to pray to Gop, becauſc 
their Prayers would -not be acceptable; that is, 
they will not come tothim, | becauſe they find no 
Good in: themſelves .to bring. What amazing 
Things are here! Here are Men' that would not 
- mock Gop, and yet live in open Contempt of 
his Serviee;. they ſay-they have honeſt Hearts, 


but will not ſo-much az confeſs their Iniquities 
-to:him, whom they have provoked, 'nor ſeek 
whis Mercy. - Heaven-daring Madneſs !. 
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avoiding Inconſiſtences, by difregardin 
ligion, that they involve themſelves the 


2 Re- 


in«Confuſion and Guilt, and run in the high 


Road to eternal Ruin; while Profeffors are 


from being excuſable, in aot practiſing agree- © || 


able to their Profeſſion, But one Way of Peace 
and Happineſs therefore remains, which is, 
fly to the Blood of Chriſt; th ) prirge our Conſcienc 


Ged®; and fo to abide*in him, as the Branch 


does 1n- the Vine, that we * . may bring Ard a 2 
mach Fruit 1) og 


ff 
Travs X apncs that Men - are ſo * far from FY 
& 


"BtroRE conclude, I'would ſet down 2 ew > 


Words of A Ne to. my own Soul as well 
others, whic Fi: regarded, will afthr 
Tiuch Hel againſt t 


in_this ourſe. 


» 


We rainy "4 he fills all Places, and fees dl 5 
all Things. 'A Von go M7 hereof, will won- : +.) 
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derful guard 
well pd other Vices. When David h 
n_ theſe T 


devoutly contemplatin Ti 

led him t6 Ms 5 EY of wicked Men, * 
and Fg | Gop to ſearch his Heart and” 
Thou ,.* RD) was Aty” "Wa td | 
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1}. Hate us meditate much - -upon the Pe. £ if 
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from dead W arts, that - may ſerve the h the livins Wo. 
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24. LzT us often review our Ways,. and 

compare our Profeſſion and-Practice' together ; 

and. endeavour to ſer-ourſelves* as SpeCtators, 1 

critically to abſerye how our Conduct may ap- 

Pros to others, 'But' becauſe Selt 1s ſo apt. to 
lind us, therefore, . 


4d. LzT us prize and improye the faithf 

Redroof of out Fellow. l pri ans, When the 
Man after Gop*s own Heart, had -been.:crying 
to. the Lord, hay Bl Lips and Heart might be 

kept from wicked Works, as believing Prayer 
engages the Soul to wait for an Anſwer, in the 
Way of uſing the beſt Means to qbtain; the 
Thing requeſted ; ſo he names this as 4 


, Help in pe Caſe, viz. Let the Righteous ſmitg 


me, it ſball be a Kindneſs ,, and-let him reprove me, 
it ſhall be an excellent Oil which ſhall not break my 
Hea®. Solomon tells us, that open Rebuke is bet- 
ter thax. ſecret Love; while he that hates Reproof 


2 | b {7 | Warning, 
*Zfal: exli. 3,5. 1 2r0y-2xvii. 5 3 apd xi, 13 and xv410,. 
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Warning, not. to. reſt. in. any Thing ſhort of a 
Union with, and Conformity to jus Chriſt, 
Anp by all Meanslet us take Heed, that we 
do not treat this heavenly Friend as the Zews 
did heretofore. His coming is always contrary 
to'Nature : The Prophet puts the Queſtion -in 
old Time thus, .#/ho may abide the Day of bis 


coming ? and who ftand. when he appeareth ? 
for "he is like 'a Ps Fire, and like Fillers 
Soap*. But ſhall 'we our Droſs "and 
4 


Filth, more than his Preſence and Bleſſings 
No, but may all fer open Doors that the” King 
or GLoky may come in, | 4 MEN. 


” Mal. il. 2, 
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r o fill a_ vacant. Page, here is inſerted a Hymn 


from. Mr, Wartix's Evangelical Hs Ju uſt 
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dEware,. my Soul, the Fempter's: Trains 
He takes his, Circyit, round, ,-: = 


And firſt tries ſmall Sins, 
"The but an Inch.of Ge fs 


21 his Device ſhall once prevail 

To captivate the Mind, "_y 
His ſecond Wile will ſcarcely fail 

"Greater Succeſs to find. ; 


g He is thy Enemy avow'd 
His Aim 1s to devour : 

A Dury left, a Sin allow'd, 
Is his ſucceſsful Hour. 


4 The _ oy F ollies to him give 


i <4 | 4M #4 
5 The Serpent's GC aft is by Degrees 
On H tes Oo 
Till in their foul Apoſtacies "IC 


He can all Ends obtain. 
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6. Sin once indulg'd pollutes the Heart, 
And breaks the Bonds of Peace ; 
\ The holy Spirit will depart, 
Divine Communion ceaſe. 


7 Then, O my Soul, thy Ground maintain ; 
, Courageouſly reſiſt; 

If ſteadfaſt thou thy Faith retain, 

The Tempter will delift. 


8 For Satan flies the Chriſtian Shield ; 
Nor can his Sword endure : If. 

By Faith ſtand faſt; O never yield; 4 
Thy Conquellt is ſecure. : 
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